Kingston Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting held at 8.00pm on 9 July 2009
Present: 

Simon Draper, Chairman

Tim Fitzjohn (arrived late)
Julie Conder
Mike Warren

Fiona Whelan CCC (left early)
Robin Martlew, SCDC

Peter Stokes, Clerk

Katherine Stalham (left early)
1. Apologies
Helen Underwood

2. Minutes of PC meeting on 14 May
Para 2.2: ‘Vice President’ should read ‘Vice Chairman’. Otherwise accepted.

3. Minutes of Annual Village Meeting on 21 May

Accepted.
4. Playground project

4.1. Peter Stokes and Katherine Stalham gave a presentation on progress to date. 
4.2. It was agreed that KPC would enter into a Deed of Dedication for the recreation ground based on the ‘Fields in Trust’ scheme, to protect it from any future change of use. Action: Clerk.
4.3. The results of the consultation to date were discussed. The only responding household not in favour of an upgrade was Mr and Mrs Bedford, who are concerned that undesirable persons or activity may be attracted to the upgraded recreation ground. It was agreed that whilst their concerns were recognised, in the opinion of the Parish Council their fears were likely to prove unfounded as the changes envisaged at the recreation ground at this time are no more likely to attract undesirable persons or behaviour than the present facilities. There is no significant problem at present in this regard and the situation is therefore not likely to change.

Tim Fitzjohn arrived at this point.

4.4. It was agreed that Katherine Stalham and Peter Stokes would continue to prepare the application to Play Pathfinder. Simon Draper asked to see the application form before it was sent off. Action: Clerk, Katherine Stalham.
5. County Councillor’s report

5.1. Fiona Whelan has forwarded the request for the Kingston to Toft cycle path to the appropriate authority in the County Council and responses are awaited for this cycle path and also 3 others. Fiona was not hopeful of success in view of shrinking budgets and also warned that there was a possibility that if the cycle path were built it could result in withdrawal of the free school bus from Kingston to Comberton, currently provided as a concession because Kingston is inside the 3-mile threshold.
Katherine Stalham left at this point.

5.2. The development of Cambourne has not reached the ‘trigger point’ at which the developers are obliged to provide a secondary school. As a result no secondary school will be built there at this time. To accommodate the needs of secondary students at Cambourne, Comberton Village Collage is expanding its facilities, including its sixth form to cater for the Cambourne requirement.
5.3. Grants from central government to county councils are to be cut by up to 30% next year.
Fiona Whelan left at this point. 

6. Matters Arising

6.1. 2.2 Election of Officers: Tim Fitzjohn agreed to continue to serve as Vice-chairman. Proposed by Mike Warren, agreed unanimously.: Tim Fitzjohn also agreed to continue to serve as Footpaths Officer. Proposed by Julie Conder, agreed unanimously.
6.2. 5.2 Parish Paths Partnership: Tim has received an email from Andrew Stimson who is considering a further meeting of PPP parish reps in early August to decide on grant applications.
6.3. 5.5 Crane’s Lane allotments: Robin Martlew had already indicated that he has been advised by the relevant department that SCDC would not pay KPC’s legal fees. He has been unable to get a reply from them regarding its own legal fees. Agreed that KPC should respond to the original offer letter saying that KPC was interested in proceeding with the proposal to sell the allotments to KPC for £1 but only if SCDC would pay all legal and other costs. Action: Clerk.
6.4. 7.2 Cycle path to Toft: see para 5.1.
6.5. 8 Withdrawal of 09:05 bus: neither Fiona Whelan nor the Clerk has received any complaints – closed.

6.6. 10.1 2008/09 accounts and Annual Return: the Annual Return has been submitted to the auditors.
6.7. 10.4 Draft Financial Regulations, format of accounts etc: Julie Conder and the Clerk have agreed an improved template for the accounts which separates the two bank accounts, and provides for quarterly bank reconciliations. This will be used for the 2009/10 and all future accounts.

The Clerk asked if consideration of the draft financial regulations could be deferred to the September meeting, as he has been busy with the Play Pathfinder application and has not had time to finish preparation of a draft for Councillors to approve. This was agreed. Action: Clerk.
7. Correspondence
7.1. Letter from SCDC advising that the result of the transfer of SCDC housing ballot was that the proposal to transfer to a housing organisation was rejected by 72.6% of voters (73.4% turnout).
7.2. Email from CVC inviting chairs of local parish councils to a meeting on 20 July regarding the proposed building plans.

7.3. Conversation with Mr and Mrs Venn, Trollheim, Cranes Lane. Their garden adjoins the north-eastern corner of the recreation ground, and the intervening hedge at this point is rather broad and sparse, and easily penetrated. Children play in an area within the hedge, making dens etc, and the Venns are happy for this to continue. However the area contains some barbed wire and may not be safe. It is not part of the recreation ground and receives no inspections or checks. It could be argued that the children playing thus have assumed that the area is part of the recreation ground. The distinction between the playground and the Venn’s garden is becoming blurred. KPC may have a responsibility to take action to prevent or at least discourage children from playing in the hedge. Agreed that all Councillors should view the area for themselves, so that the matter can be discussed at the next meeting. Action: All.
7.4. Letter from CCC advising that a prohibition order is proposed enabling CCC to make various regulations regarding the use of motor vehicles on Porter’s Way. Objections can be submitted up to 13 July 2009. It was agreed that KPC supports the closure order.
7.5. Email from CCC advising that due to a slight retiming of works in Porter’s Way, it has been reopened for public use throughout the summer.
7.6. Email from Andy Struthers proposing a mobile phone texting system for alerting residents to suspicious strangers, security problems etc. Agreed that the cost was not worth the benefit in view of Kingston’s comparative freedom from crime, etc. Clerk to inform Andy Struthers. Action: Clerk.

8. District Councillor’s report

No separate report.

9. Clerk’s report
9.1. As previously agreed the Clerk provided a report on expenditure against budget (see Appendix A), previously circulated to members. Suggestions were made to change the layout. It was agreed that the following changes would be made for subsequent reports: delete ‘Expenditure since last report’ column, add ‘Comments’ column. Bank balances to be included. Report to be circulated with the agenda. Action: Clerk.
9.2. Invoices
	Suffolk Acre
	£515.33
	insurance premium

	Land Registry
	£30.00
	fee for application to register Field Road green

	Land Registry
	£40.00
	survey fee

	(The above three invoices approved by the Chairman before the meeting.)

	N.A.L.C
	£13.50
	annual subscription

	Buchan’s Landscapes
	£396.98
	grass cutting

	Village Hall Management Committee
	£70.00
	village hall rental 


All approved for payment. Action: Clerk.
10. Planning
10.1. S/0460/09/F extensions and alterations to Bridgefield granted by SCDC.

10.2. S0088/09/F alterations and refurbishment of barn at South Sea House granted by SCDC.

11. Any Other Business
None
Meeting ended at 10.15 pm
Next meeting: 10 Sep 2009
Signed…………………………………………….       Date………………………………………………
Appendix A

Financial Report: 9 July 2009

N.B. All figures exclude VAT

	Item
	Budget 2009-10

£
	Expenditure since 1 April 2009
	Expenditure YTD
	Budget minus expenditure YTD

	Grass and Hedge cutting
	1710.00
	345.20
	345.20
	1364.80

	Insurance
	752.00
	515.33
	515.33
	236.67

	Clerk's salary
	957.00
	 
	 
	957.00

	Churchyard (section 137)
	571.00
	 
	 
	571.00

	Audit fee
	140.00
	 
	 
	140.00

	Village asset maintenance
	250.00
	 
	 
	250.00

	Subscriptions
	170.00
	63.58
	63.58
	106.42

	Miscellaneous and expenses
	75.00
	73.51
	73.51
	1.49

	Parish Magazine
	261.00
	 
	 
	261.00

	Footway lighting power and maintenance
	240.00
	 
	 
	240.00

	Village Hall rental
	100.00
	 
	 
	100.00

	Other Projects
	0.00
	 
	 
	0.00

	Income other than precept
	-130.00
	 
	 
	-130.00

	To/from reserves
	1288.00
	 
	 
	1288.00

	Total
	6384.00
	997.62
	997.62
	5386.38
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