Kingston Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting held at 8.00pm on 20 March 2008
Present: 

Simon Draper, Chairman

Tim Fitzjohn

Helen Underwood

Julie Conder

Robin Martlew, SCDC

Peter Stokes, Clerk

Tony Smart, representing Kingston PCC

1. Apologies
None
2. Minutes of last meeting

Accepted.

3. Grant request by VHMC

A letter has been received from Peter Tibbitts, treasurer of Kingston VHMC, requesting financial assistance with the cost of repair work to the Village Hall totalling £3341. A grant of £500 was suggested. Tony Smart was present at the meeting to answer questions and provide details of the repairs. It was decided to deal with this matter early in the meeting so that Tony could then leave the meeting.

It was pointed out to Tony that the Parish Council had already set its budget for the coming year and this did not include such a grant. Any payment would therefore have to be made from reserves, currently totalling approximately £5000.

The VHMC is also seeking grants from other sources, and it was noted that such sources frequently provide grants on the condition that they are matched by the local parish council. Thus each £1 granted by the PC is likely to be matched by £1 from another source.

After some discussion it was agreed to make the £500 grant as requested, but to make any future grants conditional on the formulation by the VHMC of a longer term plan covering a period of (say) 5 years. This would enable the VHMC to submit to the PC a timely estimate of future grants required, so that the PC could budget for this expenditure. Since grants will be funded from the precept, and residents are likely to object to any sharp increases, the VHMC would be expected to plan expenditure so that it was spread evenly year-to-year so far as possible, avoiding large peaks and troughs. Action: Clerk.

Tony Smart then left the meeting.
4. Matters Arising

4.1. 2.1 Village leaflet/footpaths map: Tim Fitzjohn confirmed the standard of footpath maps featured on other village websites varied considerably. Members viewed a map prepared for the 2008 Oxfam Walk: this was an A3 print of a computer-generated map. The map has been created by scanning in a paper 25000:1 OS map at high resolution, and then superimposing routes and other annotation using Adobe Illustrator. It was agreed that a similar map would be suitable for the Kingston Parish footpaths map.
Helen Underwood agreed to investigate the cost of an OS map containing Kingston parish (currently split between OS Explorer sheets 208 and 209), both paper and electronic, and the creation of the required footpath map using Adobe Illustrator or similar software. Action: HU.

4.2. 2.2 Parish Paths Partnership: Tim Fitzjohn has not yet put the agreed article in the Parish Magazine encouraging residents to report to him any problems found on parish footpaths. Action: TF.
4.3. 2.3 Speeding in village: the outcome of our application for funding to complete the red marking in the roads is still awaited.

4.4. 2.4 Parish magazine editor: there has been no response from the 2nd advert. Members to continue to consider suitable persons to approach. Action: all.
4.5. 11.1 Approval of Publication Scheme update: approved. Helen Underwood to put on website. Action: HU.
4.6. 8 Grasscutting contract: the Clerk reported that Buchan’s had provided suitable risk assessments, method of work statements and references, and so had been awarded the contract. Their written acceptance has been received. Keys to be provided. Action: Clerk.
4.7. 10 Recreation ground: it was previously agreed that additional trees would be planted at the recreation ground, and this has not yet been done. Agreed that Clerk would approach Peter Reynolds and ask him to buy 3 – 5 suitable trees and advise the Parish Council when these were available for planting. Action: Clerk.

It was also agreed that the Clerk would ask Peter Reynolds if he would be prepared, for a suitable annual fixed payment, to act as the Horticultural Adviser to the Parish Council, advising them as required when work was required on trees, hedges and similar features in the parish that are the responsibility of the PC. Action: Clerk.

4.8. 11 Kingston website: Helen Underwood reported on progress on unfinished areas  as follows:

· Neighbourhood watch: still awaiting information from Bill Lovell.

· Church: information still awaited. Helen will approach Deborah Bingley, PCC Secretary, and offer to attend the next PCC meeting.

· Links on neighbouring village websites: not to be pursued.

· History of Kingston: outstanding.

Action: HU.

5. Correspondence
5.1. Approach from Katherine Stalham re visibility when turning right into Crane’s Lane. Hedge outside The Old Farmhouse has been cut back as far as possible. Mirror mounted on lamppost not likely to be effective. Agreed Clerk to contact Highways Dept to request a solution. Action: Clerk.

5.2. Letter from LGS Services offering services as internal auditor. Agreed no action.

5.3. Letter from Cllr Kindersley re changes to flight paths of planes approaching Luton Airport.  Agreed the information should be made accessible to residents via the website. Action: HU.

5.4. Letter from Comberton PC expressing concern at poor attendance record of Cllr Baldwin at their meetings, and asking for details of his record of attendance at Kingston PC meetings. Clerk has replied advising that Cllr Baldwin has attended 5 out of a possible 11 in the last 2 years. Cllr Baldwin’s record of attendance at KPC meetings was discussed, and it was agreed that the Clerk should contact him to suggest that when he is unable to attend a regular meeting, a written report would be welcome. Action: Clerk.

5.5. Letter from Valuation Tribunal Service advising that a hearing will be held in respect of the Village Hall Management Committee’s appeal against the rateable value on 15 April.

6. County Councillor report

None

7. District Councillor’s report

7.1. New householders will now have to pay £60 for the supply of wheelie-bins, and there is concern this may lead to theft of bins.

7.2. Concern about the Luton airport proposals. The centre of the new stacking zone is approximately over Gransden, but Kingston may be affected at peak times.

7.3. Nothing further to report on the Eversden wind farm proposal. Agreed that residents should be informed of the current status via the website. Action: HU.
8. Clerk’s report:

8.1. Bank balances: current £995.60, deposit £5147.54

8.2. Payments for approval:
Land Registry
 £30.00 (confirmation)

P J Reynolds
 £40.80

Cambridgeshire CC
 £159.55

CPALC
 £65.28

P J Stokes 
£860.00

P J Stokes 
£66.04

All approved for payment. Action: Clerk.

8.3. Registering Land: Clerk has made some progress but has received conflicting advice on the procedure for registering previously unregistered land. Ongoing. Action: Clerk.
9. AGM

Agreed this will be the next planned meeting on 15 May 2008.

10. Annual Parish Meeting

Agreed that the Clerk will circulate suggested dates, avoiding half term. Note the meeting must by law be held between 1 March and 1 June.

11. Planning

11.1. S/2255/07/F change of use of land at Rose Hide House has been approved.

11.2. S/0296/08/PNA application to build an agricultural barn and implement store on land belonging to South Sea Farm – SCDC has ruled that planning permission is not required.

12. Any other business
12.1. Concern was expressed that KPC was not consulted over the planning application to build a garage at Crossways Cottage. Agreed that the Clerk should contact SCDC to ask why the usual procedures were not followed. Action: Clerk.
12.2. Although SCDC often informs KPC about planning applications in adjoining parishes which are close to our boundary, in the case of  the developments at Hill House Farm it has not done so. Agreed that the Clerk would contact Eversden PC informally to ask for further information. Action: Clerk.
13. Date of next meeting

15 May 2008

Meeting ended at 10.20pm                              Signed…………………………………………….
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