Kingston Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting held at 8.00pm on 2 April 2009
Present: 

Simon Draper, Chairman

Tim Fitzjohn

Helen Underwood

Julie Conder
Fiona Whelan CCC

Robin Martlew, SCDC

Peter Stokes, Clerk

1. Apologies
Mike Warren
2. Minutes of last meeting

2.1. Accepted.
3. Matters Arising

3.1. 3.1 Footpaths map: Helen has produced a section of the scanned map, enlarged, with one walk superimposed. All considered this acceptable for the planned walk routes on the website. It was suggested that some text could be added giving directions and/or points of interest on each walk. HU to continue to produce further walk maps. Action: HU. Helen would welcome further suggestions for walks. Action: All. Clerk to email map to all members. Action: Clerk.
3.2. 3.2 Parish Paths Partnership: Tim has now completed the application forms and Kingston is now a member. Tim will attend the workshop on 25 April. Action: TF.
Helen asked if there were any way that footpath nos 11 and 12 could be joined. At present it is necessary to walk along a stretch of the Eversden road to reach one path from the other. The field on the East side of the road has a suitable edge for walking but this is private land. The road verge is less suitable because of the grips crossing the verge. It was suggested that it may be possible to obtain permission from the owner of the field to walk along the edge as a permissive path. TF to obtain more information on permissive paths at the PPP workshop on 25 April. Action: TF.
3.3. 3.3 Registering land: Clerk has now obtained three fully signed and witnessed statutory declarations from suitable witnesses. He will now prepare one himself and submit all of these with the application to the Land Registry. Action: Clerk.
3.4. 3.4 Peter Reynolds tree report: agreed to arrange a site meeting with Peter Reynolds and all members at the Smithy so that this can be discussed. Action: Clerk.

3.5. 3.7 Mulberry tree: Clerk has attempted to protect the area round the roots from burrowing rabbits with gardening mesh but this has been torn by the rabbits. He will replace with chicken wire or similar. Action: Clerk.

3.6. 3.9 Crane’s Lane allotments: SCDC has offered to sell the allotments and approach path to KPC for £1.00 subject to certain conditions:

3.6.1. That the Parish Council pays SCDC’s legal costs of the transaction 

3.6.2. The land shall not be used for any purpose other than for allotment or public amenity use

3.6.3. That no disposal of the land will be made by the purchasers or their successors in Title without the consent of SCDC, consent not to be unreasonably withheld

3.6.4. That SCDC will receive any uplift in the value of the land upon disposal by the purchasers or their successors in Title. 

Agreed to ascertain what KPC’s legal costs would be and circulate to members. Action Clerk/All. If these are acceptable, write to SCDC to advise that conditions 1, 2 and 3 are acceptable, to advise that we are seeking legal advice on condition 4, and to ask them what SCDC’s legal costs would be (condition 5). Action Clerk.
3.7. Reinstatement of footpaths nos 2 and 16: Helen reported that these have been reinstated.
3.8. Sustainable Communities Act: Fiona Whelan reported that a motion had been tabled that CCC sign up to the Act. Robin Martlew reported that SCSDC has signed up to the Act.
3.9. Gritting roads: as requested the Clerk has established that only the main roads through the village (Tinkers Lane, The Green, Church Lane and Bourn Road) are gritted by CCC, and this information has been passed on to members. Cranes Lane is not gritted and it appears that residents are unaware or have forgotten about the salt bin provided by KPC. Reminder to be posted in the magazine/on notice board/on website next winter. Action: Clerk.
4. Correspondence
4.1. Letter from Michael Black requesting that KPC ask CCC to repair the road outside his house. Clerk to contact the Highways Dept, copy to Fiona Whelan. Action: Clerk.
4.2. Letter from Cambridge Dial-a-Ride with details of their service which is aimed at elderly or disabled residents, and provides a weekly return trip to Cambridge. All to note. Action: All. Clerk to put poster on notice board. Action: Clerk.
4.3. Email from CCC re Cambridgeshire Play Pathfinder scheme, offering funding for play space development. Agreed that Kingston’s recreation ground equipment is out of date and would benefit from more modern equipment. Helen suggested that John Dickerson at 5 Cranes Lane would be a suitable person to lead a project to identify the requirements. Clerk to approach John Dickerson. Action: Clerk.
4.4. Letter from Came and Company offering parish council insurance at 15% lower cost than that being currently paid. Agreed to seek blind quote from Came and Co. Action: Clerk.
4.5. Email from CPALC about Power of Well-being. This new act will give parish councils wide powers to do anything legal which is in the interest of residents without having to first find out under what existing power it can be done. However there are a number of qualifying criteria which parish councils must satisfy in order to use the power which effectively exclude KPC.
5. County Councillor’s report
5.1. Home Meadows residential care home is closing its Day Care facility from 29 May. At present there does not appear to be any viable alternative provision for those who use this facility. Agreed that Kingston Village Hall could probably be made available as required – Fiona Whelan to contact booking secretaries as required. Action: FW.
5.2. There is a ‘hit team’ for potholes – contact Fiona Whelan or the Highways Dept.
5.3. A Caldecote resident who is interested in renting one of the allotments in Kingston has been told that all are taken. Helen believes she is on a ‘waiting list’ which may have resulted in all plots appearing to be rented, when in fact it is believed that at least one is available. Helen to contact Jenny Clark and get herself taken off the waiting list, and then inform Fiona Whelan. Action: HU, FW.
5.4. Sustainable Communities Act: a motion has been tabled for CCC to sign up to this. More news at next meeting.
5.5. The 9:05 a.m. No 18 bus to Cambridge is to be discontinued w.e.f. 12 Apr. Clerk to post a notice in the bus shelter giving this information and asking for anyone affected by this change to contact him. Action: Clerk.

5.6. School bus arriving late at VIth form colleges: issue now resolved by re-routing andf re-scheduling the bus.
6. District Councillor’s report
6.1. Villages can apply for ‘Consent Street’ status which gives them control over street traders.
7. Clerk’s report

7.1. Bank balances: current a/c £640.25, deposit account: £8004.11
7.2. Invoices:

Buchan’s (grasscutting):
£350.75

CCC (Footpath lighting):
£226.30

Ordnance Survey (mapping licence):
£54.63

P J Stokes (expenses)
£118.09

P J Stokes (salary)
£921.00

CPALC (membership subs)
£63.58

All approved.

7.3. The Clerk advised that according to guidance in Governance and Accountability for Local Councils Local councils have no legal powers to hold revenue reserves other than those for reasonable working capital needs or for specifically earmarked purposes. Reserves are normally not expected to exceed the annual budget unless earmarked for a specific purpose. As the current year’s precept has not yet been received, and this will cover foreseen expenditure this year, KPC’s reserves currently represent some £2260 over the guidance maximum. 
8. 2009 Council Tax bills
Current Council Tax bills show the KPC element of the total to have increased by 7.6% over the previous year. This is considerably higher than the percentage increases shown for each of the other elements (3.5% - 5.0%), the total annual charge (4.2%), and the increase in precept which KPC approved when setting the budget in January (3.9%). There was concern that this might be noticed by residents and complaints may result. It was pointed out by Robin Martlew that in such a small village, it only takes a small reduction in the number of houses occupied (and therefore paying Council Tax) to increase the individual household contribution by a significant percentage. Agreed that Clerk and Robin Martlew would pursue a more detailed explanation from SCDC. Action: Clerk, RM.
9. Planning
9.1. S/1992/08/F extension at Broadlands has been granted.

9.2. S0056/09/F application to build a replacement porch at Green Ley has been submitted. No recommendation from KPC.

9.3. S0088/09/F application to alter and refurbish existing barn at South Sea House has been submitted. No recommendation from KPC.
10. A.O.B.
10.1. Helen gave the following report from the last Village Hall Management Committee meeting:
10.1.1. Torrie Smith has resigned as Chairman. Jill Coleman is the new Chairman.
10.1.2. Tony Smart wishes to resign as Clerk of Works. A replacement is being sought. This is not urgent as there is no major work planned imminently.

10.1.3. Recent work includes chimney repairs £1800, painting £1600. Future plans include replacing the flat roof in approximately 5 years, and bunding the fuel tank. The current reserves are approximately £4500.

10.2. It was agreed that the Annual Parish Meeting on 21 May would take the usual format. Clerk to send out invitation letters as last year. Action: Clerk.
11. Date of next meeting

Parish Council meeting (AGM): 14 May
Annual Parish meeting: 21 May

Meeting ended at 10.40 pm
Signed…………………………………………….
Date……………………………………………….
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