Kingston Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting held at 8.00pm on 22 November 2007
Present: 

Simon Draper, Chairman

Tim Fitzjohn

Helen Underwood

Julie Conder

Robin Martlew, SCDC

Peter Stokes, Clerk

1. Apologies
Mike Warren

2. New Parish Councillor

Julie Condor was proposed by Simon Draper, and having confirmed her willingness to serve, it was unanimously agreed that she be co-opted onto the Parish Council.
3. Minutes of last meeting

Accepted.
4. Matters Arising

4.1. Village leaflet: SD has obtained a rough estimate of £1500+. There was considerable discussion, including suggestions to seek lottery funding (TF), or to place the leaflet on the new website rather than print it. Agreed that TF would find out more about other costs for design work. Action TF.
4.2. Allotments: all plots now taken. Agreed to place article in magazine stating that any further would-be tenants would be placed on a waiting list. Action: Clerk.
4.3. Parish Paths Partnership (PPP): projects need to be submitted between now and the end of the year. Agreed that TF would place article in magazine explaining PPP membership and encouraging parishioners to report to TF any improvements required to footpaths etc in the parish. Action TF. 
HU reported a gap in the hedge at the NE corner of the recreation ground, posing a possible ‘escape route’ and therefore a danger for young children. It was agreed that a work party of volunteers would be organised to tackle this and similar tasks in the Spring. To be discussed at March meeting. Action: Clerk.
SD reported he had received a phone call from a resident in Caxton complaining that the green lane leading from the A1198 opposite the Red House in Longstowe towards Kingston is in poor condition. However it was established that this is in Longstowe Parish. Agreed that SD would contact the caller and refer him/her to Longstowe Parish Council. Action: SD.
There was a discussion about the deteriorating condition of Crane’s Lane, thought to be due to tractors using Crane’s Lane for access to adjoining fields, rather than using the tracks bordering the fields themselves. It is believed that the fields concerned belong to Southsea House and that the tractors are operated by a contractor. Agreed that the Clerk would approach James Clear to see if it would be possible for the tracks on the edges of the fields to be maintained so that they could be used by tractors in all conditions, reducing or eliminating the need for the tractors to use Crane’s Lane. Action: Clerk.
4.4. Registration of Village Green: no further action. To be deferred to May 2008 meeting. Action: Clerk.
4.5. Speeding in village: agreed to make the application for red markings under the Minor Highway Improvements scheme. Action: Clerk.

4.6. Litter bin at recreation ground: Now being emptied. Item closed.

4.7. Parish Magazine editor: an advert will appear in the December magazine. Robin Martlew to be added to magazine circulation list. Action: Clerk.
4.8. Damage to kerbs: Dennis Vacher has been contacted and the suggestion of a lay-by next to the bus shelter put to him. Clerk to follow up. Action Clerk.
4.9. Housing futures: RM reported that the consultation process was proceeding satisfactorily and all parties were included. A residents’ association has been formed and RM is confident the Crane’s Lane council tenants are fully involved. Agreed that no further action necessary. Item closed.
4.10. Payment for 2006/07 grass cutting: now received (£312.12). Item closed.
4.11. Footbridge on FP16: now repaired. Item closed.

5. Correspondence
5.1. Letter from PCC: requesting a grant this year of £550. Agreed to grant £530 representing 2 years’ inflation at 3% pa, and to advise the PCC that increases higher than inflation would require justification.

5.2. Letter from CCC: advising that the total cost of footway lighting power and maintenance for 2007/08 for Kingston would be £159.55.

5.3. Copy of letter from Simon Draper to SCDC: accompanying planning application to change the use of a small parcel of land recently purchased to ‘garden’. For information only at this stage.
6. County Councillor’s report

None

7. District Councillor’s report

7.1. SCDC has cut by 50% the funds available for grants to village halls, recreation grounds etc. There has been much criticism on the District council of the way this decision was taken so this is to be reviewed. 

7.2. There is a proposal to allocate funds for a door-to-door plastics recycling collection. However the cost of this would be approximately £700/ton, with potential revenue of £100/ton. Discussion ongoing.
7.3. There has been a proposal to allocate funds to support the families of servicemen of the 1st Anglia Regiment, currently serving in Afghanistan. However this is being opposed on the grounds that such a proposal should logically include other units, other armed forces (e.g. RAF) and other locations (e.g. Iraq).

7.4. The Scrutiny Committee is in the process of reviewing SCDC activities , and on request will hold local meetings on issues of specific importance to  particular parish councils. They have already met with Foxton and Comberton parish councils.

8. Clerk’s report

8.1. Bank balances: current account £1508.63, (including the payment for grasscutting item 4.10 above), deposit account £8033.91. 

8.2. Invoices for payment: Stewart Bullard
£2847.03 Agreed for payment.
9. Grass-cutting contract for 2008

Agreed that 3 quotes should be obtained for 1 year and 2 year contracts for consideration at the next meeting. Action: Clerk.
10. Conservation

Councillors considered the proposal for planting at the recreation ground submitted by Peter Reynolds. It was agreed to have a site meeting (subsequently arranged for 2.00pm on Saturday 1 Dec.)

11. Kingston Website

HU reported that this was proceeding satisfactorily, and councillors viewed the results so far. It was agreed that the site should show names of parish councillors, but contact details for the Clerk only (as on the SCDC website). Action: HU. It was also agreed to investigate an email address of the form parishclerk@kingston.gov.uk. Action: Clerk.
Helen asked for further ideas for what should be included. Action: all.
It was agreed that the target date for ‘go-live’ would be 17 January (the date of the next meeting). Helen to circulate details at least 1 week before this date. Action: HU.
12. Planning
No report

13. A.O.B
None.

Meeting ended at 10.45pm

Next meeting: 17 January 2008

Signed…………………………………………….
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