Kingston Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting held at 8.00pm on 20 September 2007
Present: 

Simon Draper, Chairman

Tim Fitzjohn

Mike Warren

Peter Stokes, Clerk

Robin Martlew, SCDC

Denzil Baldwin, CCC

1. Apologies 
Helen Underwood
2. Minutes of last meeting

Agreed
3. Matters arising

· Village leaflet: Could be distributed in Bourn and Toft shops, as well as free to Kingston villagers. Assume a print run of 500 – 1000. Simon agreed to get a cost estimate for design and printing. Action: SD.
· Crane’s Lane allotments: SCDC has advised that 3 are now let. Advert to be continued in parish magazine until all 4 have tenants.
· Parish Paths Partnership: an email has been received from Steven Thoday advising that the work to reinstate the footbridge on FP16 will be carried out ‘soon’. Other matters to be deferred to next meeting.

· Access across verges: letters have been sent to the three applicants as agreed. Item closed.
· Registration of village greens – no further progress. Action: Clerk.
· Anti-speeding measures: no further progress. Mike Warren is concerned that the problem is getting worse. Agreed to concentrate our efforts on one of the uncompleted actions promised by CCC viz. the red panels on the road surface adjacent to the new ‘gates’ at village boundaries. Action: Clerk.
· Drainage in Crane’s Lane: Dennis Vacher has advised that a broken pipe has been repaired. He has also undertaken to clean out the ditches when he next has a digger in the area.
· Verge at B1046 junction: Dennis Vacher has advised that this is cut 3 times/year, and with growth varying depending on weather conditions it is difficult to maintain safe visibility. He has agreed to carry out additional cuts if required to maintain safety.

· Litter bin at recreation ground: Clerk has contacted SCDC to request regular emptying but this does not appear to be happening – bin is now overflowing. Action: Clerk.

· New Parish Councillor: Agreed that Simon Draper would approach Julie Conder. Action: SD.

· Parish magazine editor: Clerk to draft advert for magazine and circulate for comment. Agreed that the ‘editor’ would be a volunteer, under the control of the Parish Council. Action: Clerk.

· Damage to kerb opposite bus shelter: agreed to contact CCC Highways Dept to suggest additional posts and moving the two existing posts nearer the kerb, or alternatively providing a layby for the bus to pull into adjacent to the bus shelter, which would allow buses to pass at this point without mounting the kerb. Action: Clerk.
· Annual Return: the clerk reported that the 2007/07 audit was now closed.

4. Correspondence

· Letter from Andrew Lansley MP encouraging use of local Post Offices to reduce risk of closure.
· Copy letter from Mr Brian Cook of Comberton to CCC complaining that the work to lower the old railway bridge near Toft had resulted in a hazard to motorists, who could leave the road and roll down the embankment.
· Copy email from Caldecote Parish Council to CCC expressing similar concerns regarding the old railway bridge near Caldecote.

· Letter from SCDC re the consultation on South Cambridgeshire housing futures. Agreed that KPC should contact council house tenants in Kingston to a) ensure that  they are aware that consultation is taking place, b) ensure that that they have access to appropriate representation if they want it, and c) offer assistance to achieve these objectives if required. Action: Clerk. Cllr Martlew to advise the Clerk the names and addresses of current council house tenants in Kingston. Action: Robin Martlew.
· Email from Nigel Hillyard acknowledging the letter from KPC advising the final position regarding access across the verge, and promising a contribution to the church repair fund in recognition of the work done in this regard.

· Brochure from Cambridgeshire ACRE ‘introduction to our services’.

· Email from Cambridgeshire Youth Bank advising availability of funding for youth clubs, etc.
5. County Councillor’s report

No report.
6. District Councillor’s report

· There are plans to improve bus services where these are poor.

· A national government initiative ‘Community Call for Action’ is to be introduced. Any group will be able to call for action by the district or county councils, who must then act upon it. Further details to be provided.
7. Code of Conduct

This item is closed

8. Clerk’s report
Bank balances: current £1649.63, deposit £7721.79 including second tranche of precept now received (£2952.50).
The Clerk reminded members that banking transactions (currently transfers only) are now carried out on the internet using a secure connection.

Invoices to pay: 

Moore Stevens (audit): £141.00

approved

A recent check by the Clerk has revealed that the annual payment expected from CCC for cutting grass verges etc in the village for the year 2006/07 was not received. The amount due is £312.12. This is now being pursued. Action: Clerk.
The clerk circulated the dates of Parish Council meetings for next year:

17 Jan, 20 Mar, 15 May, 17 Jul, 18 Sep, 20 Nov.

9. Conservation questionnaire

9 respondents were in favour of planting more trees at the recreation ground compared to 6 respondents who did not want more trees. It was therefore agreed that more trees should be planted. Peter Reynolds to be consulted for his views. Action: Clerk.

10. Planning

S/2421/06/F/MO extensions and garden store at Orchard End: proposed revisions to the roofspace to include storage have been approved by SCDC.
S/0935/06/LB extensions and alterations at Payne’s Farm: amendments and reductions to the extension due to boundary issues – information only.

11. A.O.B.

None

The meeting ended at 9.45 pm
Signed…………………………………………….
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