Kingston Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting held at 8.00pm on 17 January 2008
Present: 

Simon Draper, Chairman

Tim Fitzjohn

Helen Underwood

Julie Conder
Robin Martlew, SCDC

Peter Stokes, Clerk

Apologies
None
1. Minutes of last meetings
Meeting on 22 Nov 07: accepted, extraordinary meeting on 11 Dec 07: accepted.
2. Matters Arising

2.1. 4.1 Village leaflet: Tim Fitzjohn confirmed that costs to produce the leaflet and print 500 copies would be approximately £1000. It was agreed that rather than produce a printed leaflet, the information could be web-based and include a downloadable footpaths map. Tim Fitzjohn agreed to try to put together a sectional map of the parish based on Ordinance Survey maps. Action TF. Clerk to obtain cost of a licence to publish this in downloadable form on the new Kingston Website. Action Clerk. A possible further development for the website could be several suggested local walks described with maps. 
2.2. 4.3 Parish Paths Partnership: article in Parish Magazine not yet published. Action TF. Re the deteriorating condition of Crane’s Lane, Mr Clear has still not been approached. Action: Clerk.
2.3. 4.5 Speeding in village: outcome of application under the Minor Highways Improvement Scheme awaited – expected in February.

2.4. 4.7 Magazine editor: no response to advert. All present to consider who could be approached. Action: all. Advert/article to be re-inserted encouraging readers to reconsider putting themselves forward, or to suggest someone who could be approached. Action: Clerk.
2.5. 4.8 Damage to kerbs: no further action.

3. Correspondence
3.1. Email from E-Cops reporting on recent neighbourhood panel meeting at which it was agreed that speeding in villages was a widespread issue. One of the priorities set at the meeting was to highlight one street in each village for possible further action. The Clerk reported that he had responded to say that Kingston PC wished Church Lane to be highlighted in this way.
3.2. Leaflets from SCDC reporting on progress in the ‘Housing Futures’ debate. It appears that tenants are being well informed of ongoing progress.

3.3. Letter from SCDC reporting that the council was about to be re-inspected following the unfavourable audit result of October 2006. Parish councils are invited to comment on any improvement they have observed or remaining weaknesses where improvement has not occurred. The Clerk reported that in his limited contact with SCDC he had noticed neither any particular shortcomings previously nor changes recently.

3.4. Letter from Peter Tibbitts (VHMC Treasurer) regarding the application made some time ago by Jim Burnell to the Valuation Office Agency for a reduction in the rateable value of the Village Hall. The VOA has now started to deal with this application, although it is not known on what the grounds application was made. The matter is being dealt with by the VHMC.
4. County Councillor’s Report

None

5. District Councillor’s report

Consultation with tenants over the housing futures issue is ongoing. The percentage of council house rent taken by central government from SCDC revenue (50%) is the highest in the country.
6. Clerk’s report

Bank balances: current £41.00, deposit (incl £81.53 interest) £6777.04.
7. 2008/09 budget and precept

The budget was agreed (see appendix A.). A precept of £6144 was agreed.
8. Grasscutting contract
The Clerk has contacted three potential contractors inviting them to bid for 1 year and 2 year contracts, with the following result:
	Contractor
	Price for 1 year contract (excl VAT)
	Price for 2 year contract (excl VAT)

	Herald Contract Services 
	£2105.00
	£2308.00 (2008)

£2308.00 (2009)

	Buchans
	£1980.00
	£1980.00 (2008)

£2039.40 (2009)

	Stewart Bullard
	Declined to bid due to work load


It was agreed that the Clerk would obtain details of Buchan’s other customers, risk assessments, method of work statements, and public liability insurance. If these are satisfactory, the contract is to be awarded to Buchan’s. If not, the contract is to be awarded to Herald Contract Services. Action: Clerk.
9. Confirmation of award to Jim Burnell
A certificate awarding Jim the ‘Freedom of Kingston’ has been prepared and presented to Jim Burnell in recognition of his activities over many years in various capacities for the benefit of the village and its residents. He is reported to have been delighted with this gesture and the certificate has been given a place of prominence close to his bed in the Arthur Rank Hospice in Cambridge.
10. Conservation – trees at recreation ground

It was agreed to discuss what action is required during the ‘work day’ planned for 27 January at the recreation ground.

11. Kingston website

All present had previously viewed the website, which is now ready to launch. Helen Underwood summarised the content. Other items for inclusion, and publicity for the website were discussed:
11.1. Publication Scheme: this should be circulated to members for scrutiny to ensure it is valid, before inclusion. Action: Clerk.
11.2. Neighbourhood Watch: Helen is discussing with Bill Lovell. Action: HU.
11.3. Link for Church matters: Helen has mentioned to Peter Reynolds who will raise it for discussion at the next PCC meeting. Action: HU to follow up.

11.4. Presence on SCDC website. Action: Clerk.

11.5. Presence on reciprocal basis on websites of surrounding villages. Action HU.

11.6. Publicise website in Parish Magazine. Action: Clerk.
11.7. Distribute flyer with magazine publicising website. Action: HU.

11.8. Extracts from ‘Kingston Remembered’ could be included in ‘History of Kingston’ section. Clerk to lend his copy to Helen. Action: Clerk, HU.

12. Planning

12.1. S/2255/07/F application for change of use of land to form part of garden at Rose Hide House. As the applicant is Simon Draper, he left the room while the discussion took place. The remaining members agreed that there was no objection to this application and the recommendation should be ‘no comment’. (NB: retrospective agreement – this conclusion had already been reached between the Vice-Chairman and the Clerk on 20 Dec 07 as per normal agreed procedure for non-controversial planning applications.)
12.2. S/2208/07/F application to build an extension at 2, Crane’s Lane. Agreed that the recommendation should be ‘no comment’. (NB: retrospective agreement – this conclusion had already been reached between the Chairman and the Clerk on 20 Dec 07 as per normal agreed procedure for non-controversial planning applications.)The application has subsequently been approved by SCDC.
13. Any other business

None

14. Date of next meeting
20 March 2008

Meeting ended at 10.20 pm.
Signed…………………………………………….
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